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Dining debacle comes to a close
A diner and deli will open on the ground oor of Gallagher Student Center 
on Jan. 3, following a year of heated debate, delay and dissatisfaction
BY HEATHER GAST
Campus News Editor
After over a year of  antic-
ipation, Chartwells will open 
two new restaurants, a diner 
and a deli, on the ground floor 
of  Gallagher Student Center 
(GSC) on Jan. 3. 
The two restaurants were 
first expected to open at the 
beginning of  the 2018-19 
school year but construction 
was pushed back. Students 
and administrators alike were 
frustrated by the delay.
SGA Vice President Bri-
anna Boyce is exasperated 
that first-year students do not 
know what they are missing 
out on. 
“It’s kinda hard to con-
vey that to them that this is 
not how Xavier usually is… 
It’s hard to convey to them 
that they’re being gypped on 
things,” she said.
Assistant Vice President 
for Auxiliary Services Dr. 
Jude Kiah met with the Stu-
dent Government Association 
(SGA) on Nov. 21 to discuss 
retail dining on campus and 
the new restaurants, among 
other projects ConneX is 
working on. Senators were 
particularly disgruntled by 
the projected pricing of  the 
new restaurants of  $8-$12 
per meal. 
Kiah maintains that the 
purpose of  the on-campus 
retail dining options are to 
supplement the residential 
dining. Retail dining allevi-
ates over-crowding in the caf  
and offers alternatives when 
students are tired of  the caf ’s 
menu. As such, the retail din-
ing should be higher quality 
food than that of  the caf, re-
sulting in higher prices.
Senators voiced their con-
cern, asking Kiah about the 
pricing of  the pop-up sub 
shop placed in the Fenwick 
atrium at the end of  Septem-
ber. Kiah asserts that the meat 
and cheese at the sub shop are 
higher quality than the food in 
the caf, though Senator Julian 
Razo shared that he could not 
tell the difference.  
This is not the first bout of  
concerns SGA senators have 
had over the GSC ground 
floor restaurants.
Word got around last Oc-
tober that, after a year-long 
student feedback 
initiative, ConneX 
planned to renovate 
the GSC ground 
floor via a $2 million 
dollar investment 
with Chartwells, the 
foodservice ConneX 
has contracted to 
manage Hoff  Din-
ing Commons (the 
caf), Victory Perk, 
Conaton Fresh 
Xpress and cater-
ing in Cintas. The 
renovations would 
extend from the lay-
out of  the floor to 
the back of  house 
sures.
Others worried that Chart-
wells would dominate Xavi-
er’s retail dining market as a 
near-monopoly. This senti-
ment remains today among 
SGA senators. Students col-
lected 1,500 signatures to al-
low the GSC restaurants to 
maintain their leases to no 
avail, and voiced frustration 
over a lack of  clear commu-
nication between ConneX and 
the student body at the Q&A.
Connex Auxiliary Services 
offered the restaurants the op-
tion to pull out of  their con-
tracts before the end of  the 
2017-18 school year, an offer 
both Ryan’s Pub and Blue 
Gibbon took due to a lack of  
revenue. Both closed before 
winter break.
See GSC, page 2
kitchen facilities formerly 
utilized by three restaurants: 
Ryan’s Pub, Subway and Blue 
Gibbon. 
Chartwells required a siz-
able expected revenue from 
operating retail dining to 
agree to the investment. The 
revenue expected from op-
erating the three basement 
restaurants was not enough, 
so the two former branches of  
student favorite Coffee Empo-
rium on the first floor of  GSC 
and Smith Hall were included 
in the deal. 
ConneX hosted a Q&A 
session on Nov. 8 last year 
to answer the community’s 
questions. Student employees 
were concerned they would 
lose their jobs. However, all 
employees of  the former 
restaurants were offered jobs 
by ConneX following the clo-
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Since the renovations were announced, there has been heated debate on the matter.
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The transgender commu-
nity is an underrepresented 
sect of  Xavier students. In the 
Ignatian spirit of  Cura Per-
sonalis and standing for and 
with the marginalized, Xavi-
er LGBTQ+ Alliance (Alli-
ance) hosted Trans+ Week 
of  Awareness activities cul-
minating in tabling for Trans-
gender Day of  Remembrance 
(TDOR) on Nov. 20. The week 
included collaborations with 
the library and Center for Di-
versity and Inclusion (CDI).
The Trans+ Week of  
Awareness provided an oppor-
tunity for students and staff  
to support trans students on 
campus, as well as education 
on why that support is needed. 
The International TDOR 
is observed annually to memo-
rialize transphobia-motivated 
Alliance organizes encouragement for trans folx  
BY BRITTANY WELLS
????? ?????
murders. Alliance’s Trans+ 
Week of  Awareness acted as 
a way to spread education and 
awareness of  the violence that 
affects the trans community. 
As part of  TDOR tabling 
students, faculty and even 
Father B wrote notes of  en-
couragement for transgender 
students. Alliance’s tabling 
was complete with trans posi-
tive stickers, art work and in-
formation on how to act as an 
ally for the trans community. 
Oliver-Rose Baker, presi-
dent of  Alliance shared that 
“We (chose) to have people… 
write letters of  support so 
that trans folx on campus 
could receive reassurance 
from the mouths of  Xavier’s 
community.”
Alliance hoped to bring 
light to the intersection of  
racism and transphobia that 
trans people of  color face. As-
sistant Director of  CDI and 
Alliance staff  advisor Maria 
Merrill explained “Specifical-
ly trans women of  color make 
up some 95% of  those killed 
in hate crimes against the 
trans community.” Merrill ar-
gues that knowing about their 
unique struggles enable allies 
to be supportive advocates of  
trans folx.
Baker sees standing with 
the trans community as an 
obligation of  Xavier’s Jesuit 
mission of  solidarity.
Trans students can be 
concerned about their physi-
cal safety due to bias and the 
amount of  violence against 
the trans community. Baker 
explained how the violence 
against the trans community 
affects her time at Xavier. “As 
a trans person, personal safe-
ty is always at the forefront 
of  my mind, especially in this 
(political) climate.”
The tabling could also 
lead to conversations about 
trans people of  color’s role in 
LGBTQ+ history, that is often 
excluded from the narrative. 
Baker emphasized, “Trans 
women of  color are… reason 
as to why we can now openly 
be queer and have celebratory 
events such as pride.”
Sophomore Tyler Gilkey, 
who visited the table,echoed 
the importance of  education 
on the erasure of  trans peo-
ple of  color from LGBTQ+ 
history. “What is desperately 
needed within the queer com-
Xavier LGBTQ+ Alliance members tabled for Transgender Day of 
Remembrance to raise awareness and support for the trans community.
Newswire photo by Brittany Wells
Xavier LGBTQ+ Alliance partnered with the library to create a display of 
books that feature trans characters for their Trans+ Awareness Week. 
Newswire photo by Brittany Wells
munity is an understanding 
of  the history of  how we got 
to where we are today.” 
Baker explained that the 
erasure has continued onto 
the exclusion of  trans folx 
within the LGBTQ+ commu-
nity today. “Trans people are 
often left out of  revolutionary 
legislation, education, medi-
cine and general awareness. 
Trans folx also have the high-
est rates of  suicide, sexual vi-
olence, and hate crime of  any 
group,” Baker said.
Alliance Treasurer sopho-
more Kate Roach shared that 
“For a short two-hour period 
Alliance and the CDI tried to 
make a safe and supportive 
space for trans students. We 
hope to continue to keep the 
environment of  support and 
safety on campus.
Alliance has worked to ex-
pand the visibility of  the club, 
through recent collabora-
tions with Common Ground 
in the Center for Faith and 
Justice on the series Queer-
ness and Christianity, as well 
as increasing advertisement 
for this year’s Hallowqueen 
Drag Show and Queeries, an 
exclusively queer community 
group. 
Baker explained that while 
the club certainly fostered 
an isolated community of  
LGBTQ+ individuals and al-
lies in the past, the club want-
ed to improve their presence 
on campus. Moving forward, 
“It’s our goal to become as in-
clusive as possible, reaching 
out to all identities, and it is 
this that has pushed us to be-
come more visible on campus. 
We strive to educate, motivate 
and celebrate,” Baker said.
GSC: restaurants to open
Combined Nov. 19 and Nov. 26 
Student Government 
Association Meeting Recap
??  SGA senators remain concerned about the 
number of  food options available for students. 
They expressed further interest in discussing 
the accessibility of  options both on and off  
campus to accommodate the variety of  student 
needs.
?? SGA Vice President Cole Stautberg announced 
that the Bias Advisory and Response Team 
deemed the erasing of  Students 4 Life’s chalk 
drawings on Oct. 17 was not a bias incident. 
The incident was an example of  diversity of  
thought.
?? Funding was secured for six bench swings to be 
placed on campus in the spring. Two benches 
will be placed in the Upper Yard, by Husman 
stage and by the Kuhlman green space.
?? Students are invited to three on-campus in-
terviews for the Title IX Prevention Director. 
Three candidates will be individually inter-
viewed on Monday Dec. 4, Tuesday Dec. 5 and 
Friday Dec. 7, respectively. A more detailed 
schedule with times and locations for inter-
views will be posted on the Newswire website, 
www.xaviernewswire.edu.
CONTINUED from page 1
Subway later followed suit, 
though the sandwich shop and 
each branch of  Coffee Empo-
rium remained open until the 
end of  the school year.
The largest dissent was 
over Coffee Emporium. The 
Cincinnati-founded coffee 
shop was not in direct way 
of  renovations on the ground 
floor and was beloved by its 
student employees. Though 
ConneX claimed all of  the 
retail dining establishments 
had been notified that the ren-
ovations were being consid-
ered, Coffee Emporium’s Café 
Operations Manager Xabier 
Aizpuru claimed that Coffee 
Emporium was not informed. 
At the time, Kiah made it clear 
that it was up to Coffee Empo-
rium whether their lease that 
would expire at the end of  
June 2018 would continue. 
After stating that Ryan’s 
Pub, Blue Gibbon and Subway 
had left of  their own volition 
at the Nov. 19 SGA meeting, 
Kiah shared that one unnamed 
restaurant had requested 
that Xavier terminate their 
contract instead of  the ven-
dor themselves because they 
found it to be embarrassing. 
Kiah met with SGA as the 
Report of  Administration on 
April 9 to update senators 
on various projects that Con-
neX had in the works, includ-
ing changing the meal plans. 
Senator Ellen Rakowski was 
concerned that the new meal 
plans were too expensive. The 
affordability of  all food on 
campus has plagued the Sen-
ate floor since.
Senator Jacob Jansen, 
among others, attributes the 
high prices to Chartwells near 
monopoly of  Xavier’s retail 
dining. Besides Currito, con-
venience food available in the 
GSC bookstore and Starbucks 
at U-Station, all of  the retail 
dining options on campus will 
be managed by Chartwells. 
Students are worried that if  
there is not sufficient compe-
tition, Chartwells will raise 
their prices to their heart’s 
content and students will be 
unable to stop them. 
Senator Ellen Rakowski 
has encouraged students to 
join her on a boycott against 
Chartwells for this reason on 
her Facebook. 
Kiah does not buy into this 
reasoning. Each Chartwells 
restaurant will be in competi-
tion with each other. For there 
to be a healthy retail dining 
system, no one restaurant can 
dominate the others. If  one 
restaurant is too popular, stu-
dents will soon become tired 
of  the menu and, eventually, 
tired of  the restaurant as a 
whole. 
Because the restaurants 
will be managed by one en-
tity rather than operate as 
branches of  specific chain 
restaurants, if  sales show that 
students have become tired of  
a restaurant, Chartwells will 
change the platform of  the 
restaurant. Kiah asserts that 
this will ultimately be more 
beneficial to the campus. Be-
cause of  chain restaurants’ 
lack of  platform flexibility, 
“One could make the argu-
ment that it is irresponsible to 
have more than one provider,” 
Kiah said.
As for pricing, Kiah insist-
ed that the cheaper food op-
tions were not purchased by 
students. He heard students 
criticize them often. “It’s a 
canard to think that if  you 
reduce your prices they will 
come.”
Kiah pledged that the Vic-
tory Perk locations would 
maintain their grab-and-go 
value options as long as there 
is demand.
Kiah shared at the Nov. 19 
SGA meeting that ConneX 
has already prevented Chart-
wells from raising their prices.
As a result of  the new meal 
plans, none of  the approxi-
mately 1,800 students who 
live on campus would not be 
considered food insecure while 
the caf  is open. The SGA ex-
ecutives have been heading an 
initiative to provide food op-
tions on campus for students 
who stay over breaks when 
the caf  is closed that have yet 
to yield results.
Overall, Senators insist 
that, no matter their income or 
if  they have a meal plan, food 
should be accessible to every 
student on campus. Senator 
Valiant Freeman emphasized 
Xavier’s obligation. “Being at 
a Jesuit university, every stu-
dent needs to be taken care 
of,” Freeman said. “Food is a 
big part of  a person’s life. And 
people need to be fed.” 
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New restrictions on avored pods 
FDA unveils new age based rules on avored nicotine e-liquid and cartridges 
Popular electronic-nicotine 
company JUUL announced 
a halt of  sales for electronic 
cigarette (e-cigs) pods at re-
tail locations in response to 
the Food and Drug Admin-
istration’s (FDA) announce-
ment of  new restrictions on 
the sales of  flavored e-liquid, 
cartridges and pods. The new 
restrictions will affect sales at 
brick-and-mortar locations, 
and age-verification systems 
will need to be improved. 
The move by the FDA 
came from its own survey, 
which found that the use of  
Electronic Nicotine Deliv-
ery Systems (ENDS) by high 
school students increased by 
78 percent from 2017-2018. 
Although these efforts are 
targeting the reduction of  
underage usage of  nicotine 
products, many legal users are 
concerned about what the reg-
ulations will mean for them. 
The FDA is specifically 
trying to target the “fruity, 
sweet or creamy” flavors in-
stead of  the less “kid-friendly” 
flavors such as mint, menthol 
and tobacco. “We cannot allow 
a whole new generation to be-
come addicted to nicotine,” 
FDA Commissioner Dr. Scott 
Gottlieb said in a speech at the 
agency’s headquarters. “In the 
coming weeks, we’ll take addi-
tional action under our Youth 
Tobacco Prevention Plan 
(YTPP) to immediately ad-
dress the youth access to, and 
the appeal of, these products.” 
“It’s stupid,” first-year Ben 
Edgar said. “It’s not going 
to do anything about kids 
JUUL-ing because people just 
start with whatever’s in the 
starter pack.” 
A 2013 FDA survey found 
that 81 percent of  current 
youth e-cig users claimed that 
the flavors were their main 
reason for use.  The FDA 
claims that the packaging of  
these dessert-flavored ENDS 
is deliberately marketed to-
wards children with the bright 
colors and exciting flavors. 
The FDA and Gottlieb cite 
flavors named after candy and 
soda-pop products, as well as 
cartoon characters, that are 
popular with underage chil-
dren as further evidence for 
this claim 
The main change that will 
affect all e-cig users over the 
age of  18 is that e-nicotine, 
flavored cigars and menthol 
cigarette products will no lon-
ger be sold in stores without 
age-restricted entry. This new 
rule means that places like 
gas stations and supermar-
kets, which typically sell these 
products, will no longer be 
able to. 
Only designated shops that 
require patrons to be over the 
age of  18 and stores that have 
age-restricted areas will be 
allowed to sell the e-nicotine 
products. Consumers should 
also expect to see more careful 
age-verification while shop-
ping online. 
JUUL is not only comply-
ing with these regulations 
but also taking the initiative 
further. They are removing 
their flavored products, which 
include cucumber, mango, 
creme and fruit from all re-
tail locations. They are also 
requiring customers to be at 
least 21 years old to purchase 
their products.  
“I don’t really care because 
mint is my main one,” first-
year A.J. Boggess said. “I’m 
just resorting to using that 
only.”  
Many people believe that 
the stricter rules implemented 
by JUUL will push people to 
use other e-nicotine products 
like Sourin, which is a direct 
competitor. 
According to an official 
statement on their website, 
the company will work with 
retailers to try to improve ac-
countability and reduce bulk 
purchasing, which will help 
keep their products out of  the 
hands of  minors. 
The company is also look-
ing to standardize age-verifi-
cation practices amongst all 
retail locations that sell their 
products. 
The company will also 
ramp up their “secret shopper 
program,” which is designed 
to verify that their standards 
are being followed by retail-
ers. 
The plan is to increase from 
500 visits per month to 2,000. 
The statements say that they 
will “permanently cut off  all 
sales to retail stores with mul-
tiple violations.”
CPS goes toe-to-toe with FC Cincy
Confederate statues debate rages  
BY JOESPH COTTON
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Nov. 12, 11:05 p.m. — 
Xavier Police assisted Res-
idence Life with a room 
search in Fenwick Place. A 
small amount of  marijua-
na and drug paraphernalia 
was confiscated. Residence 
Life will follow up.
Nov. 13, 10:15 a.m. — 
A Physical Plant employ-
ee reported damage to the 
handrails in Fenwick Place.
Nov. 13, 11:09 a.m. — 
An abandoned vehicle was 
towed from the Innovation 
Center parking lot at Dana 
Avenue and Woodburn Av-
enue.
Nov. 16, 3:39 p.m. — A 
commuter student reported 
problems with a roommate. 
The student was referred 
to the Dean of  Students.
Nov. 16, 11:33 p.m. 
— Norwood Police in-
formed Xavier Police that 
a commuter student was 
assaulted at a party in the 
1900 block of  Hudson Ave. 
Further assistance was de-
clined.
Nov. 17, 12:37 a.m. — 
An underage intoxicated 
? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?
student was transported from 
Brockman Hall to Good Sa-
maritan Hospital. Residence 
Life will follow up.
Nov. 21, 12:40 a.m. — A 
non-student acting suspicious 
in a vehicle parked in the C-1 
parking lot was arrested for 
possession of  marijuana and 
obstructing official business.
Nov. 26, 4:33 a.m. —  A 
student parked the Smith lot 
with multiple parking cita-
tions going back to  the be-
ginning of  the semester was 
referred to the code of  con-
duct process.
Nov. 17, 10:59 p.m. — 
Xavier Police, Cincinnati 
Fire and Residence Life 
responded to Husman Hall 
for a fire alarm. Food burn-
ing in a microwave on the 
fourth floor activated the 
alarm.
Week in review:
Silence! the Disco, rookie driver and Madonna the koi
??Mayor of  Northampton, 
Mass., David Narkewicz 
was the first in line at one 
of  two recreational mar-
ijuana stores opened on 
the East Coast. Massa-
chusetts became the first 
state on the East Coast to 
allow sales of  the drug. 
Narkewicz said that he is 
“Probably  going to pre-
serve it and display it...
because it is historically 
significant” (Nov. 20).   
?? A German teenager had 
his driver’s license re-
voked after passing the 
exam only 49 minutes 
earlier. The 18-year-old 
was clocked by a cop 
with a speed gun go-
ing almost twice the 
speed limit, speeding at 
95km/h (60mph) in a 
50km/h (30mph) zone. 
“Some things last forever 
— others not for an hour” 
the German Police said in 
their report on the speed-
ing incident (Nov. 21). 
?? A Greek cleaning woman 
was sentenced to 10 years 
in jail for lying about her 
elementary school re-
cord. The 53-year-old 
woman had embellished 
her elementary school 
certification. She had 
only finished five years of  
schooling instead of  six, 
which was a requirement 
for her to be hired as a 
cleaner (Nov. 23). 
??Officials on the Edin-
burgh City Council are 
reviewing a potential ban 
to silent discos — be-
cause of  the noise. Con-
cerns are over pavement 
obstruction and noise 
nuisance (Nov. 25).
Photo courtesy of Wikicommons
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?? Researchers in Australia 
and the United Kingdom 
have been swallowing 
Legos in an attempt to 
reassure concerned par-
ents. The researchers 
developed their own met-
rics for the study using 
the Stool Hardness and 
Transit (Shat) score as 
well as the Found and Re-
trieved Time (Fart) score 
(Nov. 27). 
?? Four koi fish have been 
ordered to be removed 
from a Vancouver China-
town garden after an ot-
ter had eaten 10 of  them. 
So far, only one of  the 
fish has been safely evac-
uated, as the other three 
and the otter have evaded 
capture. It is unclear if  
a 50-year-old koi named 
Madonna is among the 
survivors (Nov. 27). 
Photo courtesy of  The  Guardian
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A message of political hope
Elissa Slotkin will repre-
sent the 8th congressional dis-
trict of  Michigan in the 116th 
United States Congress. She 
is a moderate Democrat from 
my home district who just de-
feated incumbent Mike Bish-
op in a closely contested race. 
They ran in a district that has 
consistently 
voted Re-
publican for 
the last 18 
years.
W i t h 
help from 
the Xavier 
University 
c a m p a i g n 
internship 
program, I 
had the op-
p o r t u n i t y 
to be an office and field in-
tern with the campaign over 
the summer. I also went back 
just before Election Day to 
help with the final Get Out 
the Vote (GOTV) week turn-
out effort. Both were amaz-
ing learning experiences that 
taught me a lot about what lo-
cal politics is really like. 
During GOTV week, I 
spent around 48 hours over 
the span of  four days trudg-
ing around on wet pavement, 
knocking on every door to 
get every last supporter to 
the polls. I also spent an extra 
four to six hours each night 
trying to keep up with my 
regular responsibilities back 
at Xavier. I didn’t get more 
than four hours of  sleep the 
entire time I was back home. 
No one said democracy is easy. 
Election night, I walked 
into the watch event at around 
8:15 p.m. completely physi-
cally and 
m e n t a l l y 
spent. A 
couple ner-
vous and 
uncertain 
hours lat-
er, I found 
m y s e l f  
surround-
ed by a 
m o t l e y 
crew of  
c o l l e g e 
students in the same boat as 
I was standing about fifteen 
feet away from Congress-
woman-elect Elissa Slotkin as 
she gave her victory speech to 
a group of  enthusiastic sup-
porters who were packed into 
a rustic Midwestern athletic 
club banquet hall. Everybody 
in the room was as loud as you 
could be, even though the race 
wasn’t called until 1:15 a.m.
During her victory speech, 
she triumphantly declared 
that this was a turning point 
in Michigan politics as she 
called herself  part of  the new 
generation of  “Midwestern 
Democrats” who were practi-
cal and willing to reach across 
the aisle to get things done. 
This winning message of  bi-
partisanship and her rhetoric 
during the entire campaign is 
a contrast to how the current 
state of  politics is portrayed 
by news outlets and how most 
people imagine it.
 CNN, Fox News, MSNBC 
and an assortment of  online 
publications are more than 
happy to point you to the loud-
est, most bombastic voices 
from both side of  the political 
divide to make you feel like all 
those involved in politics are 
just yelling their meaningless 
talking points to sow political 
division and pump up their 
hardcore base. People seem to 
be ignoring candidates, such 
as Elissa 
S l o t k i n , 
who suc-
c e s s f u l l y 
r e a c h e d 
v o t e r s 
across the 
aisle to ad-
dress key 
problems in 
our coun-
try. 
In Michigan, healthcare 
has been a part of  the political 
conversation ever since Re-
publicans tried to repeal the 
Affordable Care Act (ACA) 
in May of  2017. Although 
healthcare seems to be a high-
ly politicized issue, one of  the 
top priorities for most Mid-
westerners is bringing down 
the cost of  healthcare so that 
more people can afford in-
surance. Slotkin ran on the 
promise that she would work 
to bring down the cost of  
healthcare by amending the 
ACA, a common sense policy 
compromise. I’m certain that 
many right-leaning voters, 
who would support a repeal 
of  the ACA, chose to support 
Elissa because they knew that 
they had the same goal and an 
alternative method. 
Voter turnout was also at 
an all-time high this election 
cycle. Many analysts are say-
ing that the total could rival 
presidential year numbers. 
High levels of  voter turnout, 
as well as a shift in who we 
are sending to Washington, 
have led me to believe that it 
is the start 
of  a shift in 
American 
politics.
 I am 
p r a y i n g 
for a future 
where poli-
ticians rise 
above all 
the noise 
and dark 
money to fight for the issues 
their constituents care about. 
I believe that Elissa Slotkin 
won because the 2016 elec-
tion was a wake-up call to 
our country to be active par-
ticipants in our democracy. 
Her victory is a sign that a 
practical message, a goal and 
enough passion can win the 
hearts of  Americans regard-
less of  political affiliation.  
?????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????? ?????????????????????????????????????????????
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During GOTV week I 
spent around 48 hours 
over the span of  four 
days trudging around 
on wet pavement, 
trying to knock on 
every door to get every 
last supporter to the 
polls ... No one said 
democracy is easy. 
Joseph Cotton is a 
first-year Philosophy, 
Politics and the Public 
major. He is a staff  writ-
er for the Newswire from 
Dearborn, Mich.
High levels of  voter 
turnout, as well as a 
shift in who we are 
sending to Washington, 
have led me to believe 
that it is the start of  
a shift in American 
politics. 
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A Thanksgiving surprise
It is incredibly difficult to 
listen to the voice of  a loved 
one years after they’ve passed. 
However, it can be one of  the 
most fulfilling things a person 
can discover over the holiday. 
I know this because I did 
exactly that over Thanksgiv-
ing break. Just before every-
one went home for the holi-
day, my brother Patrick made 
an interesting discovery. My 
grandfather, Dr. Paul Joseph 
Dunn (whom I affectionate-
ly called ‘Papa’ when I was 
young), had recorded a read-
ing of  his memoir for a local 
radio station that detailed his 
experiences as a medic in the 
Navy and the Marine Corps 
leading up to and during the 
battle of  Iwo Jima and the 
subsequent occupation of  Ja-
pan. 
I found it incredibly diffi-
cult to get started listening to 
each of  the four episode pod-
casts. I decided that I needed 
to be in the proper space to ex-
perience them, so I put it off  
for a week. It only felt right 
to describe the emotions that 
I felt in writing this, as these 
tapes offered a unique experi-
ence. It is impossible to break 
down his story into one small 
piece in a way that will do it 
true justice, but I will attempt 
to provide the highlights.
Papa began his story de-
scribing his time at the Cov-
ington Latin School in New-
port, Ky., in the heart of  the 
Great Depression. After grad-
uating in 1935, while working 
several jobs, Papa began tak-
ing classes here at Xavier. It 
was during that time that his 
family moved across the street 
from St. Elizabeth’s Hospital, 
and his sister Mary forced 
him to take a tour with her. “It 
suddenly hit me like a light-
ing bolt,” Papa said. “This 
is really what I want to do. I 
want to study 
m e d i c i n e 
and become 
a practicing 
physician.” 
Papa was 
at the dedi-
cation cere-
mony of  the 
new Cov-
ington Lat-
in School on 
December 7, 1941. He decided 
he was going to study first aid 
and become an instructor to 
join the navy as a medic, re-
calling his feeling of  “none of  
this foxhole infantry stuff  for 
me.” 
After studying for several 
months, he was sent to a Na-
val Base in Mayport, Florida. 
Despite spending the least 
amount of  time there, he was 
the first to receive his orders 
to be transferred to the Ma-
rine Corps. He decided to 
make the best of  it, and went 
to a sort of  modified Marine 
basic training camp with med-
ical field training. 
After receiving Physical 
Training (which he described 
as comman-
do training), 
Papa was 
soon shipped 
off  to Iwo 
Jima as a part 
of  the Fifth 
Marine Di-
vision. This 
is where he 
would nor-
mally shy 
away from talking to us, his 
family, about the battle itself. 
It is easy to see why, as he de-
scribes the initial landing of  
the battle as “shooting fish in 
a barrel with a shotgun.” 
He talks about how “in-
describable” it was to be as-
signed to triage at the field 
hospital based on the injuries 
he saw. But he noted how the 
Marines never complained. 
He fondly recalled the 28th 
Marine Catholic Chaplin, Fr. 
Paul Bradley, who was with 
the front line Marines, admin-
istering last rites to those dy-
ing on the battlefield. Papa de-
scribed him as “a saint,” whom 
he had written to and corre-
sponded with a year before he 
passed in 2008. 
I could continue with oth-
er countless stories from the 
Battle of  Iwo Jima, his time 
during the occupation of  Ja-
pan or what it was like to be 
the father of  10 children. But 
the best way for you to hear 
it is in his own words. If  you 
search “Paul Dunn, The Road 
to Iwo Jima” on Google it 
should be the first result. 
 Not many people get to 
hear the voice of  those they 
love after they are gone. But it 
is something truly moving to 
hear in this time of  Thanks-
giving. I guess if  there was a 
point for all this, it would be 
to make sure you spend time 
with those you love over the 
Holidays. Maybe even find 
time to record some of  their 
stories. You don’t know how 
nice it might be to hear those 
stories over and over again, af-
ter they’re gone. 
Be honest, did you know 
there was an election two 
weeks ago? Not nationally, 
not statewide, but right here 
at Xavier. Two weeks ago, we 
elected 20 qualified, bright 
students to serve as your rep-
resentatives on the Student 
Government Association 
(SGA). 
A month after the big ex-
ecutive election with vibrant 
shirts, lively debates and 
promising platforms, there’s 
another election for the twen-
ty other members of  SGA: 
the senators. This year we saw 
multiple qualified Executive 
candidates who brought in a 
record breaking 2076 votes. 
But for Senate elections, we 
didn’t even break 500 votes.
During the executive elec-
tion it seems as if  everyone 
cares about Xavier and Stu-
dent Government, from food 
options and the large incom-
ing classes to housing for first-
years and the lack of  resourc-
es for mental health. For ten 
days in October you can find 
students asking all the ques-
tions: Can we get more park-
ing? When will food prices go 
down? What are you going to 
Your voice, your vote: the SGA Senate elections 
do about bias incidents? The 
executive elections captivate 
students, yet for some reason, 
the senate elections don’t.
From a senator, here’s why 
you should vote in the execu-
tive and senate elections.
The role of  a senator is to 
represent students, yet we fail 
to elect an association that is 
representative of  the student 
body. There are few to no com-
muter students represented. 
There are four seats reserved 
for first-years senators, yet 
other classes are represented 
without the same proportion. 
At the end of  the day, ev-
ery Monday, we have a room 
of  twenty students trying to 
represent different factions 
of  our campus that, frankly, 
we might not know anything 
about.
Executive candidates have 
lengthy platforms with doz-
ens of  new, exciting ideas and 
projects. But when it comes 
down to it, the executives 
have to get senators onboard 
to fund, advance and help with 
their projects. 
And then there’s the bit 
about the money. Every stu-
dent pays a $115 student 
activity fee every semester 
— a total of  about $850,000 
— which makes up the SGA 
budget. The funding goes to 
student organizations, the air-
port and shopping shuttles, 
SAC events, Newswire, Alter-
native Breaks and pretty much 
any piece of  free pizza you’ve 
ever eaten. Twenty senators 
decide and approve how all 
that funding gets spent. If  
this article speaks to nothing 
else, remember that senators 
are in charge of  your money. 
Student Government is 
your association. It works 
best when you utilize it, when 
you vote for senators who 
represent you. By all means, 
Student Government is not 
for everyone, it is tough, you 
don’t get paid, it takes hours 
out of  your week and at the 
end of  the day people yell at 
you for not lowering tuition. 
But voting for senators, that’s 
for everyone.
Next fall, when the exec-
utive candidates stop using 
their Instagrams and campus 
is devoid of  colorful shirts, 
remember the senate elections 
and vote at xavier.edu/elec-
tions.
Jack Dunn is a Cam-
pus News Editor for the 
Newswire. He is a junior 
sport management major 
from Wilmette, Ill.
...Papa was soon 
shipped off  to Iwo 
Jima as a part of  the 
Fifth Marine Divi-
sion. This is where he 
would normally shy 
away from talking to 
us...
is piece was written by 
Ellen Rakowski, Chair 
of the Student Organi-
zations Committee for 
Student Government 
Association (SGA). It 
was co-signed by SGA 
Senators Robyn Ar-
nould, Haley Dickerson, 
Jacob Jansen, Kendall 
King, Brennan Kiz-
er-Ball, Maryn McCarty, 
Sam Peters, Julian Razo, 
Katy Schuller and Ryan 
Spolar.
Photo Courtesy of Xavier Student Government Association
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For the first ever time in 
program history, the Xavier 
men’s basketball team had the 
opportunity to compete in the 
Maui Jim Maui Invitational 
in Hawaii. 
The three-day tournament, 
which was held over Thanks-
giving break, gave Xavier a 
chance to test itself  against 
some of  the top programs in 
the country. 
Notable teams in the tour-
nament included top-ranked 
Duke, No. 3 Gonzaga, No. 9 
Auburn, and Arizona. 
While Xavier only came 
away with a single win 
against Illinois on the final 
day of  play, they showed that 
they can compete with any-
one in the country. 
Taking Auburn to over-
time and San Diego State 
down to the wire aren’t just 
fluke performances — it 
shows that this team can be a 
contender in a Big East Con-
ference that is wide open this 
year. Here is what we learned 
about the men from the Aloha 
State.
The veterans are for real
After losing multiple play-
ers that had 3+ years of  ex-
perience, it was known from 
the start that new leaders 
would have to emerge on this 
team. In Maui, we saw these 
new leaders emerge in junior 
Maui trip culminates with victory against Illinois
Quentin Goodin, sophomore 
Naji Marshall and graduate 
transfer Kyle Castlin. Each 
player had their moment in 
Maui. Goodin gave you a 
basket when you needed one, 
Marshall supplied a consis-
tent effort on both offense and 
defense, and Castlin provided 
a controlling floor presence. 
Sophomore guard Paul 
Scruggs also had a produc-
tive tournament, scoring in 
double digits in each of  the 
three games. If  these players 
build on their performances 
in Hawaii, the team around 
them will improve as well.  
This team goes deeper 
than you think
Entering the season, depth 
was the biggest question sur-
rounding the team. No one 
knew who would be able to 
come off  the bench and pro-
vide solid minutes. 
An answer to this question 
was found in Maui, as grad-
Presence in the paint
 
The duo of  junior Tyrique 
Jones and graduate Zach 
Hankins continues to become 
deadlier and deadlier with 
each passing game. 
Both players had excellent 
showings in Maui, as each 
player averaged over eight 
points per game throughout 
the tournament. 
If  Xavier can continue to 
get these two the ball when 
they are on the court, Xavier 
will win the points in the paint 
battle nearly every game. 
Eliminate the miscues, and 
this team can and will do 
damage 
Two of  the biggest prob-
lems the Musketeers ran into 
while in Maui were turnovers 
and rebounding. 
These aren’t normally is-
sues with a Xavier basketball 
team, but with a new coach 
and inexperienced players, 
some growing pains will hap-
pen. The key to eliminating 
these issues is to trust your 
veterans with the ball and 
give maximum effort on the 
glass. 
If  and when Xavier cleans 
up these small mistakes, this 
team will be a top-3 program 
in the Big East this season. 
Maui was a great learning ex-
perience for Team 97, and has 
certainly prepared the team 
for upcoming conference play. 
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The women’s basketball 
team continued its fast start 
to the season, picking up two 
victories against Fairfield and 
Wake Forest last week. After 
the pair of  wins, the team is 
4-1 on the year.
Xavier played Fairfield 
as part of  the Lauren Hill 
Tipoff  Classic in Cintas, and 
won 48-35. The team got out 
to a quick start, controlling 
an 11-2 lead after the first 
quarter. 
The Musketeers main-
tained the lead the rest of  the 
way, despite the teams being 
close to even in the remaining 
three quarters.
Fairfield trailed by only 
nine, 23-14, at halftime. Xavi-
er stretched the lead after 
halftime though, winning the 
third quarter 14-11 and the 
fourth quarter 11-10. The fi-
nal score favored Xavier, 48-
35.
The 35 points for Fairfield 
were the fewest for a Xavier 
women’s basketball opponent 
since Southeastern Louisiana 
only scored 27 on Nov. 25, 
2015. Xavier won that game 
67-27.
Sophomore forward A’ri-
ana Gray led the team in scor-
ing with 14 points, and also 
grabbed a new career-high 
in rebounds with 14. Junior 
guard Tee Owens also scored 
in double figures, as did fresh-
man Lauren Wasylson, who 
scored 11 points each.
Freshman guard Maddy 
Johnson and sophomore for-
ward Deja Ross were second 
on the team with four re-
bounds apiece.
After the Fairfield win, the 
team traveled to Winston-Sa-
lem, N.C., to take on the Wake 
Forest Demon Deacons. 
uate transfer Ryan Welage, 
sophomore Elias Harden and 
freshman Keonte Kennedy all 
had great showings. 
Welage led Xavier with 17 
points in the Auburn game, 
while Harden and Kennedy 
posted career highs in the win 
over Illinois. 
If  the team can have multi-
ple double digit scorers every 
game like they did in Maui, 
putting up points won’t ever 
be an issue for an already sol-
id defensive team. 
The Musketeers got off  to 
a slow start, scoring only nine 
points in the first quarter. 
Wake Forest managed to win 
the first quarter as a result, 
14-9. Xavier picked things up 
in the second quarter, scoring 
17 points while holding Wake 
????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
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Newswire?????????????????????????
Xavier wins Lauren Hill Tipo, beats Wake Forest
BY DONNIE MENKE
????? ????? Forest to only 12. The score 
was deadlocked at 26 points 
apiece heading into halftime.
The Musketeers kept the 
momentum going into the 
third quarter, seizing control 
and outscoring Wake Forest 
23-15 to carry a 49-41 advan-
tage into the fourth quarter. 
Xavier closed the game 
strong. It outscored Wake 
Forest 13-9 in the final quar-
ter to seal a 12-point, 62-50 
road win.
Gray once again led the 
team in scoring and rebound-
ing, getting 17 points and six 
rebounds, in addition to three 
steals.
Wasylson had another 
strong performance against 
Wake Forest, posting a ca-
reer high in scoring with 16 
points. 
In addition to her scoring, 
she also had three rebounds 
and two steals, as well as four 
three-pointers.
Sophomore guard Aaliyah 
Dunham also scored in dou-
ble-figures with 13 points. 
She also had five assists.
Up next, Xavier takes on 
Bowling Green at home on 
Thursday at 11:30 a.m. 
After Bowling Green, the 
Musketeers take on North 
Alabama on Sunday at 2 p.m.
BY COLIN COOPER
????? ?????
Analysis: There are a lot of positives to glean from the early-season tourney
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The epic Wizarding World 
has made a return with its 
newest installment, Fantastic 
Beasts: The Crimes of  Grindel-
wald. The film builds on the 
world established in Fantas-
tic Beasts and Where to Find 
Them, and serves as a prequel 
to the Harry Potter series. The 
Crimes of  Grindelwald follows 
Newt Scamander as he races 
against dark wizard Gellert 
Grindelwald to find the or-
phan Credence Barebone.
The most outstanding as-
pect of  the film is the portray-
al of  Newt Scamander, played 
by Eddie Redmayne. Scaman-
der is characterized by awk-
wardness, eccentricity and his 
strong discomfort around hu-
mans. Redmayne has cracked 
the code on how to perfectly 
embody Scamander. His sub-
tle personality quirks help the 
audience get to know Scaman-
der as more than just a charac-
ter in a movie. It is impossible 
to ignore the way Scamander 
speaks as though he is hid-
ing behind his hair or how he 
consistently purses his lips. 
Redmayne also incorporates 
Fantastic Beasts 2 does pretty OK
BY KATIE NICHOLS
????? ?????
Mumford & Sons lose their 
collective sense of fun
a small stutter when Scaman-
der gets nervous, especially 
when interacting with his 
love interest, Tina Goldstein 
(Katherine Waterston). Red-
mayne’s portrayal is the most 
vivid and real part of  the film. 
It feels like he belongs in the 
world, and transports the au-
dience with him. 
The visuals also improve 
upon the groundwork laid in 
the first film. It is astounding 
to see how far visual effects 
have progressed even from 
Fantastic Beasts and Where to 
Find Them, which was re-
leased in 2016. The depictions 
of  the beasts are incredible. 
Every beast is so detailed that 
they fit right in beside the hu-
man actors. There is no feel-
ing of  the beasts being out 
of  place, which further cap-
tures the audience and gives 
viewers a sense that they are 
actually experiencing this ex-
traordinary world of  magic.
While the visuals are stun-
ning, the action sequences 
are a bit lacking. Most of  the 
film feels like it is building up 
to some great confrontation 
between the characters, but 
the desire is  never actually 
fulfilled. The characters do 
face-off, but the action is dis-
satisfying. It seems like there 
is less magic used in battles 
on screen, opting instead for 
threatening dialogue. A stron-
ger use of  magic is expected 
from a movie based around 
wizards.
Another disappointing 
element of  the film is the 
treatment of  Albus Dumble-
dore. Trailers leading up to 
the release of  the film teased 
a strong presence from the 
legendary wizard. It was a 
letdown when, in actuality, 
Dumbledore occupies a back-
ground role. He pulls the 
strings behind the scenes but 
does not get as much screen 
time as trailers promised. 
Even when Dumbledore is 
on screen, nothing is added 
to the character that was not 
already apparent in the orig-
inal Harry Potter series. He 
is a noble, powerful wizard, 
but all else is left open to in-
terpretation. This is undoubt-
edly a bummer for fans of  
other Wizarding World films. 
Hopes were high that The 
Crimes of  Grindelwald would 
finally confirm unanswered 
questions about Dumbledore, 
but this was not the case.
The Crimes of  Grindelwald 
is an enjoyable casual watch, 
but does not delve much deep-
er than that. The visual effects 
add to the fun of  the film, as 
does a brilliant performance 
by Redmayne. Still, with inad-
equate action sequences and a 
very deficient development of  
Dumbledore, it is hard for The 
Crimes of  Grindelwald to com-
pete with earlier Wizarding 
World installments.
The latest installment to take place in the Wizarding World isn’t too dazzling
At what point does talking 
become singing? For much of  
Delta, the fourth studio release 
by former folk band Mumford 
& Sons, lead singer Marcus 
Mumford holds just shy of  
that juncture, torturously 
choosing to talk-sing rather 
than select a single mode of  
delivery and stick to it. The 
result is an album that feels 
painfully, and sometimes hi-
lariously, disjointed — many 
points seem to be two records 
in one, a spoken word perfor-
mance laid over background 
tracks that are rhythmical-
ly ill-suited for the endeavor. 
In the end, the band’s effort 
leaves us with an hour-long 
performance that grinds the 
listener’s patience with very 
little payoff.
Delta is not completely de-
void of  hope, however. Buried 
deep on the record, “Forever” 
and the titular “Delta,” shirk 
the general disjuncture and 
swell with classic Mumford 
& Sons fervor. Here the band 
sounds united, channeling the 
spirit of  their former success-
es such as “The Wolf ” and “I 
Will Wait” for a foot stomping 
good time. 
Despite some bright spots, 
the lows surely outweigh the 
highs. The lowest of  the low 
comes with the mess that is 
“Darkness Visible,” a track 
that combines a detuned spo-
ken-word sampling from Mil-
ton’s epic Paradise Lost with 
keyboard-driven electronic 
swells. It’s a sonically awk-
ward mashup better suited for 
2012, when such experimen-
tation was en vogue. Today it 
rings as a stale plea for atten-
tion, an ill-conceived, ill-exe-
cuted and surely ill-received 
grasp for relevance by a group 
that has lost its way.
I can’t blame Mumford & 
Sons for trying. With each 
of  their previous records, 
they have sought to reinvent 
themselves, from the soulful 
banjo folk of  Sigh No More to 
the guitar-laden heartbreak 
of  2015’s excellent Wilder 
Mind. But change for the sake 
of  change is no guarantee of  
innovation. In the quest for 
some sense of  progression 
the band has relinquished 
the uniqueness that first pro-
pelled them to fame, trading 
in their distinct style for bland 
radio rock, indistinguishable 
from groups such as perennial 
TV advertisement soundtrack 
creators, Imagine Dragons. 
The Mumford & Sons on 
Delta are a pale shadow of  
their former selves. Longtime 
fans and new listeners alike 
ought to look to one of  their 
previous records for some-
thing less forgettable.
BY JACK DUNN
??????????????????
Fans can’t help but sigh once more as the band’s new 
album, Delta, is a fantastic failure at rebranding
5. Avengers: Age of  Ultron 
(2015) 
In the second Avengers  film, 
Lee portrays a World War 
Two veteran who received 
an invite to an Avengers’ par-
ty. As Thor brags about the 
strength of  Asgardian liquor, 
saying it wasn’t meant for 
“mortal men,” Lee responds, 
“Neither was Omaha Beach, 
blondie. Stop trying to scare 
us.” He is then seen being es-
corted home, muttering his 
catchphrase drunkenly, “Ex-
celsior…” 
4. Captain America: Civil 
War (2016) 
Not only does Stan Lee 
deliver something crucially 
important to the plot of  In-
finity War, he also delivers my 
personal favorite line from 
the movie, “Are you Tony… 
Stank?” 
3. The Amazing Spiderman 
(2012) 
This movie contains one 
of  the best action sequences 
involving Stan Lee. In this 
cameo, he portrays a clueless 
librarian listening to classical 
music on his headphones as 
Spiderman fights the lizard 
in the background. 
2. Guardians of  the Galaxy 
2 (2017) 
This cameo is the expla-
nation for every other Stan 
Lee cameo in the history of  
the Marvel Universe. This 
cameo suggests he’s a part 
of  the alien race the Watch-
ers, whose goal is to observe 
everything that occurs in 
the universe. Here, Lee is 
explaining his cameo in 
Captain America: Civil War. 
He also gets a post-credits 
scene where the other aliens 
leave him behind saying, 
“How will I get out of  here? 
Aw gee, I’ve got so many 
more stories to tell!” 
1. Spiderman 3 (2007) 
While not the greatest 
movie he’s appeared in, his 
cameo serves to give sage-
ly advice not only to Peter 
Parker but also to his mil-
lions of  fans.
“You know,” he says to Pe-
ter Parker, “I guess one per-
son can make a difference. 
Enough said.” 
Stan Lee’s top 5 
movie cameos
Total score:
Total score:
BY RYAN KAMBICH
????????? ????????????
??????
Fantastic Beasts: The Crimes of Grindelwald is good, according to Katie Nichols, but it just can’t seem to 
compete with earlier Wizarding World installments — even with a standout performance from Eddie Redmayne.
Photo courtesy of Warner Brothers
Photo courtesy of Flickr
Mumford & Sons, pictured here performing at Austin City Limits, 
abandoned their famous folksy roots for something new and forgettable.
Photo courtesy of Wikipedia
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Pisces: Picturing the light at the 
end of  the tunnel is great and all, 
but don’t forget about your immedi-
ate surroundings — otherwise you’ll 
bump into something and get a bloody 
nose.
Aquarius: Just like almost all the 
other signs here, you’ll probably feel 
a little stressed out at some point 
this week, but don’t worry! The floor 
always welcomes your tears.
Capricorn: Be wary of  roommate/
suitemate tensions this week. Expect 
someone to quote that one Vine: “I 
ain’t get no sleep cause o’ y’all, y’all not 
gonna sleep cause o’ me.”
Sagittarius: Double-check everything. 
Double-check that your socks are off  
before you turn on the shower. Dou-
ble-check that you printed off  your 
homework. Double-check, or suffer.
Libra: Just when you think you’ve 
got four final projects to worry about, 
whoops, you actually have five — and 
they’re all due really soon.
Scorpio: Focus is a thing that eludes 
you this week. You might see yourself  
escaping socialization in order to get 
things done in quiet places…only to get 
lost in YouTube.
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Down:
1. A feature commonly seen among stars that can 
apparently be used as eyebrows.
3. The zodiac sign that isn’t getting sleep — and 
isn’t letting others sleep — anytime soon.
6. The color of  the star who is the father of  a cer-
tain family.
Across:
2. The food Sabrina didn’t want to eat.
4. The sign that has birthdays around this time 
period.
5. The star who is a Cepheid Variable.
7. What a pair of  scientists were looking through 
to see some dinner angst in the sky.
8. Taurus, Gemini, and Leo all don’t have enough 
of  this right now.
“It’s pretty great, you know. A telescope 
that can see in real-time? That can literally 
bypass the lightyear delay? Crazy! You can 
actually see the sun working!” A member of  
the team who helped produce such a fascinat-
ing — and pricey — tool allowed her hands to 
drop to her hips as the astrophysicist accom-
panying her that evening conducted tests on 
the equipment.
The lab, as it tended to be when outer space 
was involved, was dark. Silence hung in the air 
for a moment as the inventor waited for her 
companion’s reaction.
“…Sorry, I’m just observing…” There was 
a confused air to his murmur. The inventor 
blinked, but before she could open her mouth 
to speak, he continued. “Um…do stars move 
in real-time this quickly? It’s as though there’s 
a small group congregating…?”
“What?” The astrophysicist stepped away 
from the telescope, and the inventor stepped 
forward. A black hole, perhaps? But her 
companion failed to note its presence. Some 
strange orbit? 
***
A family dinner.
“Eat your stardust, sweetie.” Beings from 
Earth had likely assigned her some elegant 
name, but the red dwarf  star was known to 
her children as Veronica.
“But I don’t like stardust.” Veronica expect-
ed no better response from her eldest daugh-
ter, Sabrina. Cepheid Variables went through 
this dramatic emo phase, and Sabrina was not 
spared from it.
“I’m not asking whether or not you like it. 
I’m telling you to eat it.”
“But I don’t wanna!”
The bickering stars were not the only 
ones at the galactic table. The father, a yellow 
dwarf  star, and a freshly-born son — still 
drawing heat and nutrients from the parents 
via orbit. The awkward silence hung over both 
— that is, until Sabrina spun to face him.
“Daddy! Tell mom that I’m not gonna eat 
the stardust! I want asteroids!”
And now he had the spotlight trained on 
him. The yellow dwarf ’s cringe was immedi-
ate. Veronica cocked a sunspot that was her 
eyebrow — as if  almost daring him to side 
with his daughter.
“Honey…it’s just what we have to eat today, 
okay?” It appeared he would attempt a com-
promise.
It didn’t work. Sabrina roared in frustra-
tion, grabbed stardust in fistfuls, and threw 
them at her father.
***
“Oh my god! Did you see that!?” With just 
one telescope, the inventor mused, they were 
already capable of  witnessing once-in-a-life-
time events, weren’t they?
“What, what!?” The astrophysicist all but 
shoved the inventor out of  the way to peer 
through the peephole himself. 
“I just saw like…a flash of  plumes! One of  
the stars consumed and…expelled some for-
eign particles, I think — at the yellow dwarf !”
***
“Sabrina! You do not throw your food at 
your father!” The way Veronica’s lava veins 
popped, she may as well have become a su-
pergiant and then exploded into a black hole 
right then and there.
“Ugh! You don’t — I’m tired! I’m tired, 
okay? I’m tired of  being controlled by this 
family!” Sabrina’s diameter had never been so 
unstable, as a star that fluctuated in size.
“Sabrina…!?” Her daughter was one inch 
away from receiving a beating, Veronica decid-
ed. 
“That’s why I haven’t told you guys that…” 
hesitation returned to Sabrina’s voice. Veroni-
ca’s core wanted to drop. What confession was 
she about to make?
“…That I’m dating a blue giant.”
Silence. Veronica was stunned into speech-
lessness. So, after a glance, it was the father 
who spoke first.
“…Sabrina. This is a joke, right? You know 
we don’t affiliate with blue giants —”
“I know! I know. You wouldn’t understand, 
okay? He’s the best thing that’s happened to 
me. His name is William, and he’s so nice, and 
charming, and handsome —” 
Veronica was seething. “I’m going to turn 
him into a pathetic white dwarf.”
“Now honey,” the anxiety seemed to be eat-
ing up the mother’s husband, “just take deep 
breath —” 
“Don’t you dare touch him!” Sabrina 
snapped.
“Don’t touch him? Don’t touch him!? Blue 
giants are horrible people! They’re hot and 
big! Stars should be one or the other — that’s 
so dangerous! What’s going to happen to you 
when he hits his next stage, hm!? Those kinds 
of  stars become black holes, and ruin every-
thing in sight!”
Silence. Then, a sniffle. Sabrina was crying.
“…H — honey…” her father started for-
ward.
“I just…need time to be alone…” The 
young star pivoted and tore off.
“Sabrina! Sabrina, get back here!” It was 
Veronica who barked her name.
***
“Look! The cepheid’s moving so quickly, but 
the other stars — they’re practically undis-
turbed, save for the yellow dwarf…but even 
that one’s inching much more slowly! Is this 
normal!?” The astrophysicist had been shout-
ing just about every observation he noted.
The inventor chuckled and shrugged.
“Well, you’re one of  the first people in the 
world to look through it, so time will answer 
that one, huh?”
“Still…everything we witnessed just now 
was nothing short of  a miracle. I have to 
report this — I have to tell my colleagues to 
look out for this behavior!”
But were family dinners between stars, and 
the drama that occasionally ensues between 
them, really so miraculous? 
 
Aries: As you slowly rise from your 
Thanksgiving food coma, you probably 
realize you did absolutely none of  the 
things you wanted to do over the break. 
Time to hustle, fam.
Gemini: Remember when you said you 
weren’t going to spend any money on 
Black Friday shopping, and then you 
spent your money and end-of-semester-
you’s money?
Cancer: You may have hibernated over 
the break, only to have been interrupted 
from it in order to be dragged back to 
school. That did not make you happy. 
Watch your temper this week.
Leo: Did you buy three days’ worth of  
ramen or pig out on discounted Thanks-
giving food so you can get a nice holiday 
gift for your betta fish? Both will wreck 
your body, but what can you do?
Virgo: Look both ways before you walk 
into the crumbling, noisy, chaotic street 
that is your life right now.
Taurus: You might be the kid from that 
one Vine going, “Oh my God, I love 
Chipotle,” but your wallet is wheezing 
because it’s starving and dying. Stop 
being a bad parent.
Look for the answer key in next week’s (December 5th) edition!
